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As I have indicated during the past year, preparations were be-
ing made for holding a Symposium in honour of the great 
Grammarian, Antonios N. Jannaris. This symposium was held 
in June 2009 at St Andrews, Scotland. By general consent it 
was a very successful and, indeed, a unique symposium, bring-
ing together scholars from all periods of the Hellenic language. 
The lectures have just appeared in print in a handsome volume 
published by the important Publisher, Georg Olms, Hildes-
heim, Germany. Georg Olms has reprinted Jannaris’ great 
work An Historical Greek Grammar from time to time, thus 
making available to serious scholars a classic work that at pre-
sent is 113 years old! It needs to be explained that Jannaris’ 
Grammar is unique; no one else has attempted to publish a 
similar work since Jannaris. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



The book appeared in mid-February 2010. It is well-
produced, bound in hard covers, with clear and large type, 
making reading a pleasure. 
Two of the lecturers are theologians-philologists, while the rest 
are linguists and philologists. The Language is approached lin-
guistically-philologically and the studies cover all periods of 
the language from Homeros to Neohellenic with a number of 
references to Mycenaean Greek.  
 
In this respect, this book is unique in that it brings together an 
international team of Greek scholars on every period of the 
language. Although each scholar has treated his/her subject 
from the standpoint of their own particular area of compe-
tence, it becomes, non the less, clear that all of the studies are 
partial views of one great entity— the Hellenic language. 
Thus, the unity of the Hellenic language, which I treated in 
considerable detail in my book, The Development of Greek 
and the New Testament: Morphology, Syntax, Phonology, and 
Textual Transmission, Tübingen: Mohr 2004, is corroborated 
here by a number of forefront line Greek scholars from eleven 
different Universities and seven different countries. 
 
This book is a sine qua non for the serious classical, Hellenis-
tic, Byzantine and Neohellenic scholar. Its perspectives are 
new even in details, and its overall contributions to the study 
of the Hellenic language are of first importance. 
 
This book is highly recommended. If you cannot find it in your 
local Bookstore, please write to:  
          Georg Olms Verlag,  
          Hildesheim,  
          Germany  
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Naturally the book bears the photograph of Antonios N. Jan-
naris. This photograph was taken in London in 1900 at the fa-
mous photographic studio of Elliott and Fry, 55 Baker Street, 
that is, the same street in which Sherlock Holmes had his ap-
partment. 
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I this book, apart from the Preface, I have contributed three 
parts: 
 
• An Introduction to the conception and contents of the whole  
     volume (pp. 1-12) 
• A brief biography of Antonios N. Jannaris (25 Aug. 1852-26 
     Apr. 1909) with his bibliography (pp. 21-64) 
• And a study on Atticism. Agenda and Achievement (153- 
     176) 
 
Below follow the first page of each of my three sections, men-
tioned above: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 


