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Perfect for Aorist. Subtle Nicety or Indiscrimination? 
 
This lecture begins as follows: 
 
As is well-known, the New Testament contains a number of passages in which the 
perfect tense is used in places where we would naturally have expected the aorist, 
while at other places the two tenses are placed side by side in the same sentence 
and with the same subject. A few of the passages in question are:1 
 

Mt 1:22: tou'to de; o{lon gevgonen i{na plhrwqh'/ to; rJhqe;n uJpo; tou' Kurivou  
Mt 13:46: euJrw;n de; e{na poluvtimon margarivthn ajpelqw;n pevpraken pavnta o{sa 
     ei\cen kai; hjgovrasen to;n ajgro;n ejkei'non  
Mt 25:6: mevsh" de; nukto;" kraugh; gevgonen 
Jn 1:15: ÆIwavnnh" marturei' peri; aujtou' kai; kevgragen levgwn 
Jn 3:32: o} eJwvraken kai; h[kousen tou'to marturei' 
2 Cor 2:12f.: ÆElqw;n de; eij" th;n Trw/avda ... oujk e[schka a[nesin tw'/ pneuvmativ  
     mou 
2 Cor 11: 25: tri;" ejrrabdivsqhn, a{pax ejliqavsqhn, tri;" ejnauavghsa, nucqhvme- 
     ron ejn tw'/ buqw'/ pepoivhka 
Rev 5:6 f.: Kai; ei\don ... ajrnivon eJsthkov" wJ" ejsfagmevnon ... kai; h\lqen kai;   

          ei[lhfen ejk th'" dexia'" tou' kaqhmevnou. 
 

The question that arises is: Is the perfect here used as an equivalent and instead 
of the aorist or is it used intentionally to express a fine nuance that is absent from 
the aorist? This question appears to have received rather different answers from 
translators of the New Testament, commentators and grammarians.  
 

                                         
1 Other texts include: Jn 5:33:  uJmei'" ajpestavlkate pro;" ÆIwavnnhn, kai; memartuvrhken th'/ 

ajlhqeiva/, Lk 4:18: ou| ei{neken e[crisevn me eujaggelivsasqai ptwcoi'", ajpevstalkevn me, khru'xai 
aijcmalwvtoi" a[fesin, Lk 9:36 kai; oujdeni; ajphvggeilan ejn ejkeivnai" tai'" hJmevrai" oujde;n w|n 
eJwvrakan, Acts 6:11: tovte uJpevbalon a[ndra" levgonta" o{ti ajkhkovamen aujtou' lalou'nto" rJhvmata 
blavsfhma eij" Mwu>sh'n (cf. Acts 15:24: ejpeidh; hjkouvsamen), Acts 7:35: tou'ton to;n Mwu>sh'n ... oJ 
Qeo;" a[rconta kai; lutrwth;n ajpevstalken, Acts 21:28:  {Ellhna" eijshvgagen eij" to; iJero;n kai; 
kekoivnwken to;n ... tovpon, 1 Cor 1:9: ajlla; aujtoi; ejn eJautoi'" to; ajpovkrima tou' qanavtou 
ejschvkamen, 2 Cor 7:5: kai; ga;r ejlqovntwn hJmw'n eij" Makedonivan oujdemivan e[schken a[nesin hJ 
sa;rx hJmw'n,  2 Cor 12:8 f.: uJpe;r touvtou tri;" to;n Kuvrion parekavlesa ... kai; ei[rhkevn moi, Jas 
1:24: katenovhsen kai; ajpelhvluqen  kai; eujqevw" ejpelavqeto, Mk 5:19: kai; ajpavggeilon o{sa oJ 
Kuvrio" soi pepoivhken kai; hjlevhsevn se, (Rm 16:7: ajspavsasqe ÆAndrovnikon kai; ÆIounian ... oi} 
pro; ejmou' ejn Cristw/' gevgonan cited by Moulton, Proleg. 141, does not occur in a historical 
narrative, and so does not skew).    


