Lecture to be given at Charles University, Prague 23 Nov. 2006, 23 pp.

Perfect for Aorist. Subtle Nicety or Indiscrimination?
This lecture begins as follows:

As 1s well-known, the New Testament contains a number of passages in which the
perfect tense is used in places where we would naturally have expected the aorist,
while at other places the two tenses are placed side by side in the same sentence
and with the same subject. A few of the passages in question are:'

Mt 1:22: 10910 € OAov yeyovev 1vo, TANPpmOT 10 pnbeV Lo T0D Kvupiov

Mt 13:46: evpmv € Evo TOAVTLLOV LopYapitny OTeEABOV TETPaKEV TAOVTO 00O
elxev Kol Nydpacey 1OV Aypov éxeivov

Mt 25:6: peong 6€ VUKTOG KPOVYTN YEYOVEV

Jn 1:15: Todvvng paptupel teptl 00ToD KOl KEYpayeV AEYDV

In 3:32: 0 Edpaxev kol TKOVGEV TOVTO LOPTUPET

2 Cor 2:12f.: 'EABav 8¢ €1¢g v Tp@adda. ... 0K Eoynka GvecLy T@ TveEVULOTL
Hov

2 Cor 11: 25: 1p1ig €ppoPdicdny, anof EA0acOny, Tplg €vavdynoa, voyonue-
pov €v 1@ BB memoinka

Rev 5:6 f.: Kol €180v ... dpviov €otnkdg O Ecdayuévov ... kat RABeV kol
eilngev €x g de&lag 100 KoONUEvo.

The question that arises is: Is the perfect here used as an equivalent and instead
of the aorist or is it used intentionally to express a fine nuance that is absent from
the aorist? This question appears to have received rather different answers from
translators of the New Testament, commentators and grammarians.

! Other texts include: Jn 5:33: Oueic dreordixate npodc Todvvny, Kol ueLopTUPNKEY T
dAnOeiq, Lk 4:18: o eivexev &xpLoév pe edayyerococOor mtmyoic, Anéotolkéy fe, knpdEat
aiyporotorg doeoty, Lk 9:36 xai obdevi dmfiyyeihov év éxetvarg toig Nuéporg oVdEV MV
Edpakayv, Acts 6:11: 10te VrEParov Avdpag AEyovTog 0Tl aknKOUEY 0.0T0D AaAoDVTOG PNLOTO!
BracoNua eic Mobofy (cf. Acts 15:24: éne1dn fiKovceouev), Acts 7:35: todtov 10v MeUGHV ... 0
Oe0¢ dpyovto Kol ATpOThV arneéotaikev, Acts 21:28: “"EAAnvag elonyoyev €1g 10 1lEPOV Kal
KeKOIVOKEY TOV ... tomov, 1 Cor 1:9: aAha avtol €v €avtoig 10 OmdKpluo oD Bavdtov
Eoynkouev, 2 Cor 7:5: xal yap €AOOvTOV NUAV €l¢ Makedoviav ovdeuiov Eoynkev GVeCLY 1
ocopé nuav, 2 Cor 12:8 f.: tmep tovTOL TPig TOV KVprov mopekdAeso. ... Kol €ipnkeV pot, Jas
1:24: xotevonoev kol arelnlvfev kot €VO€ng éneldbeto, Mk 5:19: kol andyyeitdov 6ca O
Kvptlog oot mzemoinkev kol nMA€ncev o€, (Rm 16:7: dondcacOe "Avdpovikov kot Tovviav ... ot
npo €pod ev Xprot®d yéyovav cited by Moulton, Proleg. 141, does not occur in a historical
narrative, and so does not skew).



